
Irish 
Anti-Apartheid 

Movement 

20 Beechpark Road, 
Fox rock, 

Dublin 18. 
Ireland. 

Tel. ( 0 I ) 895035 



SPONSORS 
Niall Andrews MEP 
William Attley 
Monica Barnes TD 
Professor Kevin Boy le 
Dr Noel Browne 
Senator Katharine Bulbulia 
John F Carroll 
Frank Cluskey TD 
Shei la Conroy 
Fergal Costello 
Dr . Cyril Cusack 
Dr . Liam de Paar 
Margaretta D' Arey 
Professor James Dooge 
Lord Dunleath 
Brian Farrell 
Fr . Austin Flannery OP 
John Freeman 
Seamus Heaney 
Michael D . Higgins TD 
John Hume MEP 
Noreen Kearney 
Justin Keating 
PC Kilroy 
Chris K irwan 
Tom Kitt TD 
Denis Lark in 
Professor Mary McAleese 
Sean Mc Bride SC 
Inez McCormack 
Sr . Margaret McCurtain OP 
Jim Mccusker 
Patrick McEntee SC QC 
Sean Mac Reamoinn 
Professor John Maguire 
John Mitchell 
Donal Nevin 
Professor Martin O ' Donoghue 
Sean O'Faolain 
Michael O ' Kennedy TD 
Professor Mairtfn 6 Murchu 
E G Quigley 
Ruairi Quinn TD 
Rodney Rice 
Senator Mary Robinson 
Senator Brendan Ryan 
Eoin Ryan SC 
Patrick Scott 
Alan Shatter TD 
Joe Sherlock TD 
Mercy Simms 
Des Smith 
Rev. Norman Taggart 
Niall Toibin 

PRESIDENT 
Revd T . P. McCaughey 

CHAIRMAN 
Kader Asmal 

VICE -CHAIRMAN 
L.G . Kilgallen 

HON SECRETARY 
Louise Asmal 

HON TREASURER 
R . Mottiar 

ASST. TREASURER 
Tony Ffrench 

IRISH ANTI-APARTHEID MOVEMENT 
20 Beechpark Road, Foxrock, Dubl in 18 Tel. 0 1-895035 

Comrade Thabo Mbeki 
African National Congress 
PO Box 31791 
Lu sa ka 
Zambia 

Dear Comrade Thabo 

30th July 1987 

I regret the delay in my response concerning an assessment 
of the Dakar Conference which members of the African National 
Congress delegation undertook to submit to you for . the 
National Executive Committee. Since my return, I have 
been afflicted with what is euphemistically called a dose 
of 'summer' flu but, in reality is the tiredness which 
comes from too much travelling 1nd too much work! 

I will not repeat what was said in our own internal meetings 
at Dakar about the significance of the meeting or what 
va rious commentators have reported, with va r·i ous degrees 
of relevance or accuracy, about the ANC's perspectives on 
the conference, from South Sean's 'creative' journalism 
anticipating the conference's conclusions to David Beresford's 
long article in the Guardian which I thought was very 
pe rceptive, so was ATlister Sparks. 

1. Overall reaction: There can be little doubt that the 
partic1pat1on of so many leading Afrikans intellectuals and 
opinion formers gave a high degree of credibility to the 
meeting and in their own language of the Declaration 'invested 
the conference with an overwhelming atmosphere that this 
was part of the process of the South African people making 
history'. Its impact on the international scene cannot be 
minimised because the ANC was seen to be willing to 
participate, enthusiastically and willingly, in a dialogue. 

My imp ression was that there were a number of people who 
did not take part publicly in the discussions in the way 
they would have liked to have because they were closer 
to our position than some of the 'social scientists' who 
adopted a higher profile. But it was significant that even 
some of these changed their oral interventions after the 
first day following the impact of your significant speech 
about violence and negotiations on the morning of the second 
day. 

for freedo~ in Southern Africa 



2 

The quality of the participants from the English speaking section, 
both academic and business, was poor and the level of ideas 
conce rni ng the economy and what was desirable_ {even on their own 
pe rs pectives) was crude an uninformed. But I don 1 t think that 
there is much more talent inside South Africa that JDASA could 
have tapped because the no-change after freedom school is bereft 
of ideas, except for well-meaning platitudes or more of the 
privatisation and the market economy approach. 

2. What is t o be done? I am now even more convinced of the 
correctness of our position that we should not tell them what 
they must do as a follow up. This app roach was not only tactically 
but also intellectually correct as in pr ivate conversations it was 
clear that our presentations distu rbed many of them so as to raise 
questi ons as to thei r own role. This extended from the minor point 
as to whethe r they should submit proposals to the State ~aw Reform 
Commission on the issue of a Bill of Rights at the present time 
or the mo re important matter of joining the UDF. It is my view 
that the re should be encouragement given to the elements who want 
a mo re active involvement that their proper home is in the UDF. 

3. Our Role Although I was not able to go to Ghana and Burkina 
Faso, whe re the possibility of inter-action was even greater, it 
was quite obvious that the Dakar colloquium had a profound impact 
on our interlocutors . Only the foolish or the hostile can expect or 
demand immediate and concrete benefits or· results f rom the conference 
becau se they we re not plenipotentiaries. But the me re fact that over 
50 Afrikane rs were prepared to · make an overt statement by coming to 
Daka r to meet us has implications at an individual and political 
level which cannot be minimised. 

It is in this context that I feel that we should have been better 
pr epa red with mate r ial which we could have circulated. I could not 
br ing any published material because I did not know in advance, 
until I got to London, as to why I was asked to attend. But our 
imp~ct would have been greater if we either had available or 
had ci rculated the major _speeches mgde bythe President or a collection 
of January 8thstatements made by the NEC. We should have a drill 
about what is to be taken to this kind of discussion and as 
individuals were chosen on our delegation for their own expertise, 
they should bring material pertinent to their own areas. Specifically, 
I have been asked to supply a whole range of people with copies of 
the Umkhonto Manifesto , the Geneva Declaration of 1982 and other 
documents associated with our struggle. I think we should have a 
little forwa rd planning so that we could anticipate what our 
interlocutors may want. Sechaba can not be the substitute for this. 
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On the other hand, it was an excellent idea to suggest that we 
would like them to assist us in the formulation of our policy by 
their making suggestions. This showed a genuine openness of 
mind and accessibility on our part. Such__an approach confirms 
my view that it was correct that we should not draft a constitution 
for a free South Africa as had been originally suggested. Apart 
from the negative impact on our own people which such an approach 
would have entailed, it would also have pre-empted the debate which 
is being waged inside South Africa. 

However it is my considered view that we should give greater 
priority to the following matters as a matter or urgency. 

(i) The prenaration of material which concisely and attractively 
presents the history of the ANC and touches on the issues raised 
during the first two days at Dakar, drawing special attention to 
the guiding principle of non-racialism. 

(ii) We need to give greater attention internally to economic 
policy and our general approach ' to a liberated economy. I fear 
that generalities based on the Freedom Charter are not really 
adequate at this stage in our struggle and platitudes about what 
we shall not do five minutes after midniqht will not do, especially 
if there are to be more meetings, with or without the auspicies 
to be provided by IDASA. There is a huge ferment of ideas 
inside South Africa, much of it negative and adolescent. It is · 
therefore necessary for our Economics committee to grapple with some 
of the issues raised so that we can respond positively and 
intelligently to genuine queries that have been and will continue 
to be raised about our economic policy. As it is, I think we are 
lucky that the last session did not leave enough time for our 
interlocutors to draw us out on such issues as the nature of 
public ownership, the place of co-operatives, the extent to which 
private property would be protected. 

(iii) In the same way, we have to give consideration to coherent 
.responses to such matters as the 'regional options' which are 
being proposed at home either as 'interim' solutions (Schlemmer) 
or as part of a larger design to integrate these models into 
a future Constitution. I think the legal and Constitutional 
Affairs Committee ought to be providing the NEC with positive papers 
which the NEC could then decide as to whether this ought to be 
published. So much work has to be done about such crucial issues 
concerning the entrenchment of certain rights, provincial or 
regional autonomy and the whole philosophical and political 
care against 'anti-majoritarianism'. To assist in this process 
I shall try to write down my intervention at Dakar and send you a 
copy as the lawyers among the Afrikaners would like to react 
(privately) to some of the ANC's positions as articulated there. 
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4. Conclu s ion The whole exercise was very positive. Although 
these meetings and delegations must take up a great deal of time of 
NEC members, they have beneficial results on a long-term Qasis 
and integ rating other membe rs of the ANC _was a good idea. The 
atmosphe re was conducive to well-di rected discussions and NEC 
members played a prima ry role in establishing the general tone 
of the confe rence. The fact that the Declaration emerged as 
a result of the initiative of the interlocutors is a testimony 
t o the impact made by the ANC. 

It wa s an honour to be asked to participate in thi s meeting. 

Finally, as a reminde r , ou r annual general meetings is to be 
held on Saturday 17th October. Is the re any chr1nce of your 
add ress ing the conference and al so meeting the Irish Minister 
fo r Fo reign Affai r s. Please do let us know. 

With best wi shes 

Yours sincerely 

Kader Asmal 


